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It's been 25 years since Dorothy's cabins found their permanenthome nestled in the red pines on the edge of Ely, Minnesota.
Even with the best construction materials available in 1993, it’s
no surprise that a few, significant structural and exterior im-
provements would need to be made after more than two decades. 
During our annual spring cleaning of the cabins, we noticed

that the interior floor of the Winter Cabin porch had been 
affected by the winter’s frost pushing the cabin’s foundation a
bit more noticeably than in years past. An area just inside the
door where a hairline crack had once been was now calving off
chunks of linoleum with every footstep. Frost heaving and the
shifting of foundation pillars of raised buildings are normal,
and log cabins often need a bit of adjusting over time, but we
hadn’t anticipated such a dramatic change in one season.
In short order, a plan was discussed and a committee was

formed to begin the sometimes daunting task of developing a
substantial fundraising effort: a capital campaign. Foundation
leveling, new shingles on both the Winter and Point Cabins,
new interior flooring for the Winter Cabin, accessible decking
replacement and a few other sizable projects have been identi-
fied as part of this new campaign, which has been coined the
“Raise the Roof at Dorothy’s” capital campaign project.
We are so fortunate to live in a community where Dorothy’s

legacy is valued and cherished because in less than two weeks

after the Museum closed for the season, we had two local con-
tractors offer their time and skill to address the most pressing of
the issues, the foundations and the roofs. They graciously pro-
vided in-kind donations to get the ball rolling which, has allowed
us wiggle room to begin fundraising to cover the immediate hard
costs of materials – thank you Kovall Construction and Dennis
Beaulieu! We had major success raising over $3,000 during this
year’s Give to the Max Day on November 15 for “Raise the
Roof at Dorothy’s” and we hope to keep the momentum going.
In total, the campaign projects themselves are straightfor-

ward in terms of the physical work but require the skill and
competence of professional contractors who are fully licensed.
We anticipate this project will require a minimum of $25,000
and hope to make details of this developing capital campaign
available as soon as possible.

In the meantime, will you help us continue raising
funds to ensure that the cabins and all collection items
within them are preserved for 25 more years? 
Online giving is conveniently available at:

www.givemn.org/story/Raisedorothysroof or via postal mail
to the Museum to our Raise the Roof Fund. 

Every Dollar Counts!

Raise the Roof

Dorothy’s Winter Cabin at the Dorothy Molter Museum, Opening Day, 1993. Ely, MN.
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Message from the Director
Wilderness 

First Responder 
Scholarship

Dorothy was always concerned with the
physical well-being of others and gave
freely of her medical knowledge to all who
came her way.  As a way to give back to the
community that supported Dorothy, the
Dorothy Molter Museum awards one schol-
arship per year from the Wilderness First
Responders’ Scholarship Fund. This schol-
arship is funded by contributions made
from staff, board, volunteers, members and
guests of the Dorothy Molter Museum. 
The Museum is still taking applications

for its 2019 award. Are you (or someone
you know) a resident of St. Louis, Lake or
Cook Counties in Minnesota and looking
to certify or renew certification in nursing,
emergency medical services or wilderness
medical/rescue services? If so, we encour-
age you to apply for this scholarship! 
Applications are available at:

www.rootbeerlady.com under Get 
Involve>Donate or email info@rootbeer-
lady.com for more information.

Save the Date
The Dorothy Molter Museum’s Annual
Fundraising Dinner is Friday, February 15
at the Grand Ely Lodge. Once again we 
look forward to an evening of fantastic 
food, fellowship and FUNdraising all 
clad in plaid! 

Board Member 
Recruitment

Have you ever thought about getting more
involved with the Dorothy Molter Mu-
seum? The Museum’s Board of Directors is
interested in hearing from those who may
like to learn more about becoming a vol-
unteer Board Member. If you would like
more information or to have a Board Mem-
ber contact you to discuss the position,
please call Jess at 218.365.4451 or email:
jess@rootbeerlady.com.

Dear Friends of Dorothy Molter,
Although the weather in Ely has

been colder than usual for fall, our
skeleton crew of mostly part-time
staff is toasty warm in the cozy
basement office here at the 
Museum. It’s my first off-season as
the ED and I had anticipated 
working on projects that have been
on my radar for a few years but,
were never given the time to 
develop: diving into the archive 
collection to study the nuance in

Dorothy’s story relayed by various journalists over the decades (with a hot 
cup of coffee), getting an early jump on soliciting donations for the Annual
Fundraising Dinner on February 15 (save the date!) and learning more about
how our collections database can work more efficiently for us (better finding
aids, anyone?). However, the reality of directing a small, historic house museum
with a very small staff, and an even smaller annual budget has hit me. Now, I
am in the process of working with a very well-appointed committee to develop
a capital campaign. The term capital campaign has always been intimidating to
me. The connotation was always that a massive undertaking had to be planned
over many months with my time being consumed with meetings and awkward
“asks” for contributions. I’ve always struggled with the “ask” in working for
non-profits. There are so many worthy causes not just in my community but
around the state and in our country. How do I convince people that the Dorothy
Molter Museum is deserving of their hard-earned money, either in addition to
or instead of another charitable organization they hold dear to their heart? Am
I annoying them if I call? Am I sending too many emails or letters requesting
their financial assistance (plus their membership dues)?  What I’ve realized in
just this past two months is that a capital campaign is not as scary as I once
thought. Our (yours and mine) organization is special and I truly believe we use
your funds in the most responsible ways possible, and I think that holds value
and builds trust. In two weeks, we’ve raised over $3,000 for this project! 
THREE WEEKS! So, thank you. Thank you for being a part of our Museum family
and thank you for making my job less intimidating. Through your membership,
you have contributed to the success of the Dorothy Molter Museum in so many 

positive ways. I recognize the investment you've 
made to the legacy of
Dorothy Molter through
your choice to stay con-
nected and identify the
Museum as a worthy re-
cipient of your charitable 
giving. I am grateful.

Stay warm, 
Jess

KNIFE LAKE WINTER

Dorothy’s Director, Jess Edberg.

2018 Canoe 
Raffle Winner

Congratulations Mike from North Bend,
Nebraska on winning the Winona Spirit II
on October 27! 
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Thank you for your 
Membership

The Board of Directors for the Dorothy Molter Museum invite you
to participate in its Annual Meeting, either in person* or by proxy,
on Wednesday, December 12 at 6:00pm at Sir G's Italian
Restaurant in Ely, Minnesota, one of our Isle of Pines Root Beer
retailers and Member Businesses. The Museum’s 2017 Annual
Meeting minutes are available online for review here: www.root-
beerlady.com/2017-annual-meeting-minutes/
For those unable to attend, we invite you to complete the 

included Proxy Form (on the back page) and return it to the 
address provided no later than December 11. 
* Please email jess@rootbeerlady.com if you plan on attending;
Meal is "Dutch treat."

Closed for the 
Winter

Thank you for an outstanding 25th season! 
This summer we hosted over 6,000 visitors – a record-breaking

year! We celebrated the Museum’s 25th Anniversary in June,
worked hard at both the Blueberry Arts and Harvest Moon 
Festivals, made over 60 gallons of homemade root beer with Camp
KWITCHURBELIAKIN and Brew-it Yourself Classes and are look-
ing forward to doing more next summer! The Museum is now closed
until Ely’s Winter Festival in February but would love the 
opportunity to meet with groups over the winter. Give us a call
and we will do our best to accommodate your group with a 
presentation and, if the snow’s not too deep or the temps too low,
a guided tour.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Annual Meeting  •  December 12 at 6:00 p.m. at Sir G’s Italian Restaurant, Ely

Ely’s Winter Festival  •  February 7-19, 2019
Whirlwind!  •  Saturday, February 9, 2019, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., FREE!  Dorothy Molter Museum
Annual Fundraising Dinner  •  Friday, February 15, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. at the Grand Ely Lodge, Ely
Visit our website for up to date information as these dates approach: www.rootbeerlady.com

In 2014, we published an article about the seven species of squirrel in 
Minnesota and what you can see at the Museum. Along with the usual feathered
visitors, five of the seven northeastern Minnesota squirrel family members were 
frequent users of the Dorothy Molter Museum bird feeders: the eastern gray squir-
rel, American red squirrel, Franklin’s ground squirrel, eastern chipmunk and least 
chipmunk. We had an inkling that the other two members – the woodchuck and
northern flying squirrel – have been nearby and they were!
Over the winter, we placed game cameras around the property and documented

Northern Flying Squirrel enjoying the suet at Birds’ Landing under the cloak
of darkness on film (they are nocturnal critters). Then this spring, a young, dis-
persing Woodchuck made the unfortunate choice (for him and us) of burrowing
under the Cady Cabin. For the sake of the Cabin’s foundation and with the new
Creating the Boundary Waters exhibit being installed, the young whistle-pig had
to be relocated to a more friendly property (humanely and safely).

Woodchuck, Marmota monax
Most closely related to other species 
of the western mountains, the 
Woodchuck is the only marmot of the
eastern U.S.  They are often on the edge
of the forest near human developments
but more interested in plants than
seeds.  It surprises people to see a
woodchuck climbing a tree to feed in
the early spring.
Image: Woodchuck enjoying freedom at 
new location

Northern Flying Squirrel, 
Glaucomys sabrinus

It may go unseen but is very common.
Anyone with large and hollow trees
and feeders that can be watched at
night will see these visitors from 
the forest enjoying sunflower seeds 
provided on a platform out of the
reach of deer.
Image: Flying squirrel’s eyes glowing 
on the tree

Feeder Update: We have all seven!
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DOROTHY MOLTER MUSEUM BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pam Brunfelt, President
Gil Knight, Vice President
Sherry Abts, Secretary
Blain “Butch” Diesslin

Barb Cary-Hall
Bill Latady
Alyssa Nelson
Pam Meskan
Bill Tefft

Executive Director: Jess Edberg
Finance Manager: Lisa Robbins

Wholesale Manager: Laurie Bambas
Dorothy Illustrations by Nora Wildgen
Graphic Design: Mike Tincher, T DESIGN

# Dorothy Molter Memorial Foundation, Inc.
Proxy for the 2018 Annual Meeting of the Members

Our Mission
The Dorothy Molter Museum preserves and interprets 
Northwoods wilderness heritage through learning opportu-
nities inspired by Dorothy Molter, the last non-indigenous
resident of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness.

Thank you!
The Dorothy Molter Museum wishes to thank the City of Ely,
Vermilion Community College, and The Superior 
National Forest for their ongoing support.

Membership and Support 
Dorothy Molter Museum Members receive our quarterly
newsletter, free admission to the museum, and discounts in
both our museum gift shop and our online store.
Become a Member or if you are a member Consider 

Making a Donation towards our education programming 
or general operating expenses. 
Go to www.rootbeerlady.com – click on “Get Involved”
Thank you.

Election of Members of the Foundation Board 
to serve a 3-Year Term expiring at the 2021 Annual Meeting of the Members.

Vote for ONE (1) Sherry Abts     � Write in: ________________________________________________________________________

Vote for ONE (1) Pam Brunfelt   � Write in: ________________________________________________________________________

Vote for ONE (1) Gil Knight       � Write in: ________________________________________________________________________

Vote for ONE (1) Pam Meskan    � Write in: ________________________________________________________________________

Vote for ONE (1) Bill Tefft       � Write in: ________________________________________________________________________

Election of Officers of the Foundation Board 
to serve a 1-Year Term expiring at the 2019 Annual Meeting of the Members.

PRESIDENT – Vote for ONE (1) Pam Brunfelt � Write in: ___________________________________________________________________

VICE PRESIDENT – Vote for ONE (1) Gil Knight � Write in: ___________________________________________________________________

TREASURER – Vote for ONE (1) Write in:      � Write in: ___________________________________________________________________

SECRETARY – Vote for ONE (1) Sherry Abts    � Write in: ___________________________________________________________________

Approval of the 2017 Annual Meeting Minutes*

� APPROVED      � NOT APPROVED
The undersigned hereby acknowledges receipt of the Notice of Annual Meeting and the Proxy.
Please sign and date before returning.

Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________________________________
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