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Gyotaku

What would you do as
fisherman living in
19th century Japan if
you caught a fish of
legendary size that no
one would believe
without proof, but you
wanted to let that fish
live another day? Why,
print it of course! Fish
printing or Gyotaku is
an art that has been
around for hundreds of
years. It was invented
by a Japanese fisherman as a way to record
the species, size, and details of fish caught before cameras
were readily available. Fishermen would paint or cover the
fish with a non-toxic ink before pressing it to rice paper
to transfer the impression. That way they could eat, sell,
or even release the fish they caught and still have a record
of their catch. Gyotaku can produce astounding detail and
beautiful images, which is why it still exists as an art form
today after cameras have become an almost necessary piece
of fishing equipment to prove that you aren’t telling a
“fish tale.”
This year at Camp KWITCHURBELIAKIN, the theme is
all about fishing, including how Dorothy operated a remote

fishing resort, and kids
get to try their luck at
Gyotaku! While I don’t
think anyone tried
Gyotaku at the Isle of
Pines Resort, how cool
would a fish print have
been of a 20+lb Lake
Trout? At camp, participants get to try this
ancient art using
rubber fish, tempura
paint, and watercolor
paper. While it can be
messy, it's fun inventing new fish colors and
patterns, and “getting to know your fish” while pressing
the painted fish to the paper and feeling all the detail.
So next time you go fishing, pack some paper and paint
just in case your camera ends up in lake when you catch
“the big one.”

Dorothy’s Bird Food Fund
Donations are gladly accepted for “Dorothy’s Bird Food
Fund” at the Dorothy Molter Museum, P.O. Box 391,
Ely, MN 55731. Thank you!

DOROTHY MOLTER MUSEUM • ELY, MINNESOTA • W W W. RO O T B E E R L A DY. C O M

Message from the Director
Dear Friends of the Dorothy Molter Museum,
Hello from the Northwoods! We are
midsummer and having a great time sharing
Dorothy’s story with visitors from near and
far, including our local Ely Community
Resource Eco-club who came for a tour of
the cabins and an interpretive hike on
Dorothy’s Discovery Trail. Since our vision
is to inspire the next generation of Northwoods stewards through Dorothy’s legacy, we
aim to help local children see Dorothy’s story
as part of their cultural heritage. We are also
happy for the opportunity to hire our first,
official intern, Kelsey Dodge, from ConcorSarah Guy-Levar, Executive Director dia College. You will learn more about her
here in the newsletter. I’ve found these
opportunities to expand our impact with youth to be very rewarding and beneficial for the museum.
Another opportunity to share Dorothy’s story that we are very excited about
is the development of a musical based on Bob Cary’s book Root Beer Lady. This
entertaining musical is filled with uplifting humor, drama and toe-tapping songs
for every member of the family. Written by Bob Cary’s daughter, board member
Barb Cary-Hall, it tells Dorothy’s inspiring story in a new and different way.
The museum supports this project as a vehicle for generating more supporters,
visitors, and eventually royalty income. In order to make this musical a reality
the museum is raising funds to help finance a staging of the musical in the
Vermilion Community College Theater on the evening of Saturday, Nov. 26th and
the afternoon of Sunday, Nov. 27th (Thanksgiving weekend). Our long-term
goal is to see regular performances of the show in Ely during the summer
of 2017.
In order to stage the musical we need to raise $1200 to cover the costs
of production. Is it our hope that you will help us finance this show with a
tax-deductible donation using the form on the back of this newsletter. Those
making contributions of $100.00 or more will receive special seating at one
of the November performances (if applicable).
Thanks in advance for your support of this fine project.
Wishing you calm waters with a breeze at your back,
Sarah Guy-Levar
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Meet our
Summer Intern.
Kelsey!

My name is Kelsey Dodge, and I am a senior from Concordia College in Moorhead,
MN. My two majors are in Heritage and
Museum Studies, and History. There is also
an Art minor in there but that is merely a
leftover from when I originally went to
school for Graphic Design. I enjoy learning
about the past, especially through old
items and records. It is because of this that
I want to work in an archive in the future.
A requirement for my Heritage and
Museum Studies major is that I intern at a
museum or other history based establishment. I’ve had the honor of having the
Dorothy Molter Museum as the source of
my internship requirement. As someone
who has grown up in Ely, I was pretty
stoked to have the chance of working in
Ely and have it count towards school.
Here I’ve had multiple jobs that have all
been beneficial to my development as a
professional. These jobs include archiving,
cashiering, tour guiding, outreach, and
cleaning. My favorite jobs are archiving
and tour guiding. I really enjoy interacting
with the story of Dorothy Molter and with
every item I look over or every story I tell,
I love it even more. It is also especially fun
to integrate knowledge I gain from going
through the collections into my tours.
At the same time I have made many
friends through my co-workers. A great
thing about the Dorothy Molter Museum
is that the staff is made up of kind and
fun to be around people that really care
about Dorothy’s story. It is a contagious
attitude that makes me look forward to
going to work.

New Board Members
We are proud to welcome two new board members to the Dorothy Molter Museum family, Sarah Jean Foster and
Pam Meskan!
Sarah Foster was born and
raised in Ely, MN. After
graduating from Ely Memorial High School in 2013,
she decided to attend Vermilion Community College
where she completed her AS
in Business, Certificate in
Entrepreneurship, and General Business Degree in
2015. Sarah currently works
full-time at Frandsen Bank
& Trust in Ely and is working on going to school online
through Bemidji State University to get her Bachelor's
and then her Master's in Business Administration. Sarah
enjoys being outdoors, hunting, fishing, and spending
time with family and friends.

Dorothy’s Trading Post is
Open for Business!
Please stop by and visit us at www.rootbeerlady/store
to peruse our wares. More museum-specific items are being
added as time allows, including our unique hat and
shirt designs!

Ways to Donate!
For a small, non-profit museum
there are never too many ways
to contribute! Online donation
options are located at rootbeerlady.com, on our facebook
page, and by using Amazon Smile. Do you prefer to make
a tangible donation? Check out our “wish list” on Amazon.com for ideas or donate bird seed to the community
bird feeding area. Like to get your hands dirty? Spring
cleaning is coming up in May, and there always seems to
be things to fix or tidy up around the museum…

Pam Meskan has worked in
the travel/tourism industry
and the veterinary field,
even though she has a BA
in geography. She has also
volunteered with the John
Beargrease Sled Dog Race
and at humane societies.
Married with two grown
daughters, Pam lives in Pine
City and owns a cabin near
Ely. She got involved with
the Dorothy Molter Museum after being on the first
Dorothy Molter Experience Canoe Trip.

Summer 2016
Hours: 10am-5pm – Daily through Sept 11
Friday & Saturdays – Sept 12-30
Saturdays – in October
Admission is $6.50 for adult; $6.00 for adults 62+
and AAA members; $4.50 for children 6 -17; and
FREE ADMISSION for museum members, active
military personel, and children 5 and under.

Special Events
Camp KWITCHURBELIAKIN
Tuesdays through August 16th — 4–4:30pm

Discovery Trail Adventure
Tuesdays through August 16th — 4–4:30pm

Donuts at Dorothy’s
Call or email for more information!
218-365-4451 or jess@rootbeerlady.com

Keep up with everything we’ve got going on
by following us on facebook or visiting our
website: rootbeerlady.com

August 7th
Special Family Events — 11am- 2pm
Music by Prairie Portage — 1:30- 2pm
Free all day!
Visit www.rootbeerlady.com for more information.

SUMMER 2016 • DOROTHY MOLTER MUSEUM NEWSLETTER •

3

TM

PO Box 391
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Our Mission

Membership and Support

The Dorothy Molter Museum preserves and interprets
Northwoods wilderness heritage through learning opportunities inspired by Dorothy Molter, the last non-indigenous
resident of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness.

Dorothy Molter Museum Members receive our quarterly
newsletter, free admission to the museum, and discounts in
both our museum gift shop and our online store.
Are you already a member? Consider making a Donation
towards our education programming or general operating
expenses. Just fill out the form below!
Thank you.

Thank you!
The Dorothy Molter Museum wishes to thank the City of Ely,
Vermilion Community College, and The Superior National
Forest for their ongoing support.

Share Our Mission with Someone Special

#

Help us inspire the next generation of Northwoods Citizens and Stewards

Give a membership to someone you know!
Dorothy Molter Museum Membership Application and Support Form
Membership Levels:

▫ INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP: $25
▫ FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: $40
▫ BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP: $100
▫ PADDLER MEMBERSHIP: $150
▫ LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP: $500
▫ PATRON MEMBERSHIP: $1000
P.O. Box 391
Ely, MN 55731
218-365-4451

www.rootbeerlady.com

NAME OR ORGANIZATION
ADDRESS
ADDRESS 2
CITY

STATE

ZIP

E MAIL
DAY/WORK PHONE

EVENING PHONE

䡬 DONATION to EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING: $ ______________________
䡬 DONATION to GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES: $ ______________________
䡬 DONATION to SUPPORT the ROOT BEER LADY MUSICAL: $ ______________________
Payment Type:

▫ Check ▫ Credit

Card Type:

▫ Visa ▫ MasterCard

Exp Date _______________

NAME ON CREDIT CARD
CARD NUMBER

Checks should be made out to the Dorothy Molter Museum.
Please do not send cash. Mail your application/donation to: Dorothy Molter Museum, PO Box 391, Ely, MN 55731

