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Brew-it Yourself!
Top: Ross Family
Lower left: Mandi,
Elaina, and April
Lower right: Noah,
Ava, and Eli
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very summer, 8
out of 10 visitors
(anecdotally speaking) ask “is your root
beer the same recipe
as Dorothy’s?” and
it’s usually followed
up with “where is it
made?” This year,
we’ve given our
visitors the opportunity to walk in
Dorothy’s shoes and
make their very own
root beer using her
recipe.
Our Brew-it Yourself Class was offered
four times this year
and it was a hit! Due to the high demand, we offered an
additional eight private classes for small groups of families
and youth. What we discovered was that for a lot of people
who attended the classes, the idea of “home brewing”
seemed a little overwhelming to do on their own. Having an
opportunity to make root beer with a guide as well as having
the supplies provided was much more approachable.
Dorothy’s notoriety as the “Root Beer Lady” made this
program a perfect fit for the Museum to engage new and
[especially] younger audiences to her story. After a welcome
and introductions, participants go on a private, guided tour
that emphasizes the history around why Dorothy began
making root beer and the methods and supplies she used.
Then the fun begins – tasting and making root beer! Each
participant receives a 32oz plastic growler with a custom
sticker that they mix the four ingredients in: sugar, yeast,

root beer extract
and water. The hardest part of the class
is having to wait
almost three days to
taste the final product. However, a tasting of Museum-produced
D o ro t hy ’ s Is le of
Pines Root Beer helps
to tide them over.
The
hands-on
portion of the class
allows participants to
imagine themselves
helping Dorothy make
the 11,000 – 12,000
bottles of root beer
every year* and the
anticipation of waiting for it to ferment two to three days
after the program was over helps keep Dorothy’s memory alive
in their mind longer than simply taking a guided tour.
Between our Camp KWITCHURBELIAKIN™ and the
Brew-it classes, we’ve brewed over 70 gallons of root beer this
season! With the popularity of this program theme, the
Museum is going to continue offering classes more regularly
during the summer seasons in the future and make it a staple
“speaker event” program offered for both on-site private
group visits and travel programs – we’ll come to you!
*Dorothy's relatives estimated she made between
11,000-12,000 each year from 1976-1986.
For more information on this program or to schedule your own
group class, call 218 365 4451 or email info@rootbeerlady.com.
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Where to buy
Dorothy’s Root Beer

Director’s Message
Dear Friends of Dorothy Molter,
Hello from the Northwoods of
Minnesota! I cannot believe how
swiftly time has passed since the
last newsletter. I have to admit, I’m
looking forward to cooler temps and
the smell of leaves on the ground.
However, even with the higher than
average heat and humidity, this
summer has been magical.
Over the past three months, I’ve
had the opportunity to lead several
Dorothy’s Director, Jess Edberg.
new programs this summer with the
most popular being our Brew-it Yourself Classes. In fact, they were so popular
that we had twice as many private classes requested as scheduled classes. These
classes were intentionally kept small to allow for a more intimate experience
where I was able to not only learn everyone’s name and hometown but also hear
personal stories of how they first discovered Dorothy.
What a special experience it was to be able to sit down, unrushed, and listen
to how someone first discovered Dorothy. The most poignant story for me was
learning how Dorothy inspired one person as a teenager with her calm yet strong
presence to be the independent person she strived to be. This impact and these
types of stories are out there, we know, but we often don’t get to hear them
first-hand let alone with so much emotion. These stories drive the Museum’s
mission – feed it.
At the beginning of summer I was hoping to have the opportunity to make
meaningful connections and inspire people to be a part of Dorothy's legacy.
I feel like I've not only reached that goal but surpassed it. I’m inspired to find
more opportunities to make those connections and engage with new audiences
and look forward to setting a new goal next season.
Our ability to take the time to reflect, adjust and grow on current
programming and develop new programming is directly related to the connection
that you have to the Museum. Through YOUR support of membership we
are able to improve our interpretive signage, create new engaging activities
and offer successful programs such as the root beer making classes.
Thank you, we couldn’t do it without you.
With
Sincerity,
Jess
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Did you know that we have two
distribution lists for where to buy
Isle of Pines Root Beer available at
www.rootbeerlady.com? Located on both
our Contact Us and Dorothy > Her Root
Beer pages are downloadable PDFs of
restaurants, grocery stores and shops
that sell our root beer for the
Duluth/North Shore and Twin Cities
Metro Areas of Minnesota. We are hoping
to get lists for our Brainerd Lakes and
Grand Rapids distribution areas soon!

Wilderness
First Responder
Scholarship
Dorothy was always concerned with the
physical well-being of others and gave
freely of her medical knowledge to all
who came her way. As a way to give back
to the community that supported
Dorothy, the Dorothy Molter Museum
awards one scholarship per year from the
Wilderness First Responders’ Scholarship
Fund. This scholarship is funded by
contributions made from staff, board,
volunteers, members and guests of the
Dorothy Molter Museum.
The Museum is still taking applications for its 2019 award. Are you (or
someone you know) a resident of St.
Louis, Lake or Cook Counties in
Minnesota and looking to certify or
renew certification in nursing, emergency medical services or wilderness
medical/rescue services? If so, we
encourage you toapply for this
scholarship at http://www.rootbeerlady.com/get-involved/donate/
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Last Chance for the
Canoe Raffle 2018

You still have time to enter our annual canoe raffle! The drawing will be held at the end of business on Saturday, October
27 for our Wenonah Spirit II canoe valued at $2,999. If you
aren’t able to make it to Ely this season, an order form on the
back is provided for your convenience. The lucky winner will
have until April 1, 2019 to pick it up at the Museum.
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Lifetime Members,
Michelle and Bob,
celebrated
their
nuptials in style this
August just outside of
Ely immersed in the
Northwoods. Their
passion for Dorothy's
story is so strong that
they even wore their
buffalo plaid Museum
logo flannels during
the ceremony in 90
degree heat — now
THAT is unwavering
support!
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Board Member Recruitment
Have you ever thought about getting more involved with the
Dorothy Molter Museum? The Museum’s Board of Directors is
interested in hearing from those who may like to learn more
about becoming a volunteer Board Member.
If you would like more information or have a Board
Member contact you to discuss the position, please call
Jess at 218.365.4451 or email info@rootbeerlady.com

Looking Ahead:
Brew-it-Yourself Class
Although the museum ends its public hours in the fall every season, several staff work regularly through
the off-season to make sure other museum business goes on as usual. If making 32oz of your own root beer
while learning more about Dorothy's "root beer empire" sounds interesting to you, we would love to work
with you to coordinate a special root beer making program for your group of 6-10.
Call us at 218 365 4451 or email info@rootbeerlady.com with dates you will be in town and we'll do
our best to accommodate!
Annual Dorothy’s Root Beer Run Kid’s Marathon • Saturday, September 22nd (register online)
Last Day of the 2018 Season • Saturday, October 27th
Dorothy Molter Foundation Annual Meeting • Wednesday, December 12th
Ely’s Winter Festival • February 7th –19th, 2019
Whirlwind! • Saturday, February 9th
Annual Fundraising Dinner • Friday, February 15th
Visit our website for up to date information as these dates approach: www.rootbeerlady.com
Dorothy Molter Museum Hours • Open Memorial Day Weekend to Labor Day Weekend
10:00 to 5:00 – 7 Days a Week • Open select days throughout the rest of the year.
Admission: $6.50 for Adult; $6.00 for Seniors 62+ and AAA members; $4.50 for Children (6 to 17)
Group Rates: Call in advance for groups of 8 or more
FREE ADMISSION: for Museum Members, Military Personnel, Children under 5

Ways to Donate the Dorothy Molter Museum!
For a small, non-profit museum
there are never too many ways to
contribute! Online donation
options are located at rootbeerlady.com, on our facebook
page, and by using Amazon Smile. Do you prefer to
make a tangible donation? Check out our “wish list” on
Amazon.com for ideas or donate bird seed to the community

bird feeding area. Like to get your hands dirty? Spring
cleaning is coming up in May, and there always seems to
be things to fix or tidy up around the museum…

Call or email for more information!
218-365-4451 or jess@rootbeerlady.com
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Our Mission

Membership and Support

The Dorothy Molter Museum preserves and interprets
Northwoods wilderness heritage through learning opportunities inspired by Dorothy Molter, the last non-indigenous
resident of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness.

Dorothy Molter Museum Members receive our quarterly
newsletter, free admission to the museum, and discounts in
both our museum gift shop and our online store.
Become a Member or if you are a member Consider
Making a Donation towards our education programming
or general operating expenses.
Go to www.rootbeerlady.com – click on “Get Involved”
Thank you.

Thank you!
The Dorothy Molter Museum wishes to thank the City of Ely,
Vermilion Community College, and The Superior
National Forest for their ongoing support.
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Annual Fundraising Raffle for the Dorothy Molter Museum

CANOE RAFFLE TICKET ORDER FORM
17’, 44lb, We•no•na Spirit II, Ultra-light Kevlar® Canoe • Valued at $2,999

Must be 18+ to purchase tickets • Need not be present to win

Drawing at close of business on Saturday, October 27, 2018
___________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________
NAME

P.O. Box 391
Ely, MN 55731
218-365-4451

www.rootbeerlady.com
info@rootbeerlady.com

PHONE (REQUIRED)

___________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________
# OF TICKETS AT $5/EACH
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

If possible, please include a self-adhesive address label for each ticket purchased.
Mail this form and check or money order payable to “DMM” to:

Dorothy Molter Museum, PO Box 391, Ely, MN 55731

