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interpretive signage
detailing the species
of vegetation pres-
ent and wildlife
commonly drawn 
to them.

As mentioned in
past newsletters, the
next two phases of
this project depend
on additional fund-

ing. So please, if you 
are passionate about

birds – as Dorothy was – consider making a donation to
Birds’ Landing at Dorothy’s to help continue to improve
this unique pocket park.  

O ver the last few
years, the Dorothy

Molter Museum has
been making im-
provements to Birds’
Landing at Dorothy’s,
also known as our
community bird feed-
ing area. Now, in 
addition to our cus-
tom-made bird feeder
“hub” and area inter-
pretive signage, there
is a beautifully and intentionally designed walking 
path and garden.

Thanks to an IRRRB grant, a generous matching dona-
tion, and the skills of a volunteer landscape designer, the
museum hired a local landscaper to create a paradise not
only to birds looking for a bite to eat, but also to butter-
flies and bees seeking out sweet nectar, and to our human
visitors interested in learning more about the local flora
and fauna.

Specific trees, shrubs and flowering plants were selected
to create this beautiful resource and the footpath will offer

Dorothy’s Bird 
Food Fund

Donations are gladly accepted for “Dorothy’s Bird Food
Fund” at the Dorothy Molter Museum, P.O. Box 391,
Ely, MN 55731.  Thank you!

Birds’ Landing
Phase 1 Complete!

Contractors working on the landscaping in Fall 2016, that helped make 
The Birds’ Landing at Dorothy’s possible.
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Dear Friends of the Dorothy Molter Museum,
It’s the time of year where the ice is not

safe to travel (or gone!). The time of year
that for a few days Dorothy was assured of
some real solitude. The time of year when
the “Loneliest Woman in America” could 
collect her thoughts and prepare for the busy
summer ahead. This morning as I was sipping
coffee watching the fog over the ice on the
lake lift I envisioned Dorothy watching a
similar scene. Little did she know, at that
time, what an inspiration her life would be.
Thirty years after her death, Dorothy’s story
is still relevant. Over the course of the 
winter the museum was featured on 
Minnesota Public Radio, in the Outdoors 

section of the Minneapolis Star Tribune and on WDIO TV out of Duluth. Next
month her story will be told in The Growler, a Minneapolis-based magazine 
focused on brewing. The staff of the Dorothy Molter Museum has also had a bit
of time to recharge in this transitional time of the year but now we are gearing
up for the summer ahead. We are excited to see the results of last summer’s
landscaping project. We are anxious to learn if we received grant funding to 
create a new exhibit. We are looking forward to seeing you, the people that
make our work at the museum possible.  

Wishing you calm 
waters with a breeze at
your back,

Sarah Guy-Levar

Sarah Guy-Levar, Executive Director

Message from the Director Say “hello” to
Lisa!
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Many small, non-
profit organiza-
tions like ours
are challenged by
the limitation of
being able to
fund two or
three, part-time
year-round staff

to “lead” a variety of necessary branches
of the business: customer service, retail,
education, finance, management, product
production, marketing, fundraising and 
development. Last fall, we took a step back
for a fresh perspective on how to juggle all
of these essential departments and 
implemented a new staff structure. We are
proud and overjoyed to now have a 
FINANCE MANAGER on staff! Lisa Robbins
“transplanted” to Ely from her home town
of Omaha, NE with her husband, Jim
(owner of Voltz Technologies in Ely) and

their two children, Megan (19) and
Zachary (12). Her extensive experience
in finance management and her bubbly
personality made her the perfect fit for
our newly created Finance Manager 
position. In her free time, Lisa enjoys
the outdoors doing yardwork, sewing
and quilting. She looks forward to 
exploring the area lakes this summer
and getting acquainted with Ely’s
Northwoods. Stop in and say hello to
her this season!

DOROTHY’S FRIEND - PILLY AND HAIRY

DOROTHY’S FRIEND - BALDY 2016 Scholarship 
Recipient

Congratulations to LynnAnne Downham,
the very first recipient of our Wilderness
First Responders Fund Scholarship!

2016 Canoe Raffle
Winner

If you missed the announcement online,
Benjamin from Falcon Heights, MN was
our raffle winner for 2016. We look for-
ward to offering another Wenonah canoe
for our 2017 season raffle!
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Summer 2017
May 27 through Sept 11

Daily – 10am-5pm
September 11 through October 1
Saturday and Sunday – 10am-5pm

October
Saturdays only– 10am-5pm

Admission is $6.50 for adult; $6.00 for adults 62+ and AAA
members; $4.50 for children 6-17; and FREE ADMISSION
for museum members, military personel, and children 5
and under.
Museum Closed for Independence Day – July 4

Special Events
June 25th – Dorothy Day  – 11am to 2pm
July 18th – Night at the Museum  – 7 to 9pm

August 6 – Donuts at Dorothy’s
& ‘Beers with Bob  – 11am to 2pm

Visit www.rootbeerlady.com for more information
about events like Camp KWITCHURBELIAKIN or our
Trip in June!.

Ways to Donate!
For a small, non-profit museum
there are never too many ways
to contribute! Online donation

options are located at rootbeerlady.com, on our facebook
page, and by using Amazon Smile. Do you prefer to make
a tangible donation? Check out our “wish list” on Ama-
zon.com for ideas or donate bird seed to the community
bird feeding area. Like to get your hands dirty? Spring
cleaning is coming up in May, and there always seems to
be things to fix or tidy up around the museum…

Call or email for more information! 
218-365-4451 or jess@rootbeerlady.com

In partnership with the Vermilion Community College’s
Outdoor Interpretation cCass, the museum hosted its
biggest ever Whirlwind! event. Over 100 participants 
practiced snowshoeing, created their own up-cycled bird
feeder, and attended demonstrations on building a campfire
and ice fishing.

With the help of Ely Igloo Snowmobile
Club members (some of whom attended
the original ride in 1987), the 
museum hosted a memorial snowmobile
ride in honor of Dorothy Molter. Al-
though the route didn’t allow for any

“root beer renegades” to access Knife Lake, the Grassy Loop
Trail offered riders a similar experience through the 
beautiful Superior National Forest.

A half-way stop for coffee an’ featured piping-hot coffee
and fresh doughnuts.  With over 25 sleds on the ride, it was
a wonderful tribute to the 500-1,000 riders who attended
the January 10, 1987 memorial service on Knife Lake.

Board Member
Alyssa Nelson 
with her VCC 
students

First Annual Dorothy Molter
Memorial Snowmobile Ride

Keep up with everything we’ve got going on
by following us on facebook or visiting our
website: rootbeerlady.com

11th Annual Fundraising
Dinner

The museum’s Annual Fundraising Dinner was once
again held on Friday, February 10 at the Grand Ely Lodge
with a very special theme of SledTALKS. With the 30th
anniversary of Dorothy’s passing on December 18 and the
historic Memorial Ride up to Knife Lake on January 10,
the museum chose a snow-machine themed event to 
highlight the “good ole days” of riding up to Dorothy’s.

Guests enjoyed a slideshow featuring historic images and
videos of Dorothy, her friends and family and even some vin-
tage snowmobile commercial footage. Speakers Peg Rosett
and Mike Banovetz shared special memories of winter visits

2017 WINTER FESTIVAL EVENTS

to see Dorothy and encouraged other guests to contribute
their favorite Dorothy or snowmobiling memories. 

THANK YOU to staff, board members, attendants, 
volunteers and donors – we could not have done it without
you!  (Visit the www.rootbeerlady.com blog for a full list
of donors to this event). 

Whirlwind!
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PO Box 391
Hwy 169 (Sheridan St.) on the east side of Ely
2002 E Sheridan St. Ely, MN 55731

TM

www.rootbeerlady.com

SUMMER AT THE MUSEUM

P.O. Box 391
Ely, MN 55731

218-365-4451
www.rootbeerlady.com

Checks should be made out to the Dorothy Molter Museum. 
Please do not send cash. Mail your application/donation to:  Dorothy Molter Museum, PO Box 391, Ely, MN  55731

Payment Type: ▫ Check  ▫ Credit            Card Type: ▫ Visa  ▫ MasterCard     Exp Date _______________

NAME ON CREDIT CARD

CARD NUMBER

     Membership Levels:

▫  INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP: $25

▫  FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: $40 

▫  BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP: $100 

▫  PADDLER MEMBERSHIP: $150 

▫  LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP: $500

▫  PATRON MEMBERSHIP: $1000

� DONATION to EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING: $ ______________________

� DONATION to GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES: $ ______________________

� DONATION to SUPPORT the ROOT BEER LADY MUSICAL: $ ______________________

Help us inspire the next generation of Northwoods Citizens and Stewards
Give a membership to someone you know!
Dorothy Molter Museum Membership Application and Support Form

#

Our Mission
The Dorothy Molter Museum preserves and interprets 
Northwoods wilderness heritage through learning opportu-
nities inspired by Dorothy Molter, the last non-indigenous
resident of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness.

Thank you!
The Dorothy Molter Museum wishes to thank the City of Ely,
Vermilion Community College, and The Superior National 
Forest for their ongoing support.

Membership and Support 
Dorothy Molter Museum Members receive our quarterly
newsletter, free admission to the museum, and discounts in
both our museum gift shop and our online store.

Are you already a member? Consider making a Donation
towards our education programming or general operating 
expenses.  Just fill out the form below!

Please visit www.rootbeerlady.com for details on mem-
bership program updates that will be implemented in 2018.

PLACE
APPROPRIATE

POSTAGE
HERE

SEND THIS NEWSLETTER TO:

P

NAME OR ORGANIZATION

ADDRESS

ADDRESS 2

CITY                                                                                  STATE      ZIP 

E MAIL

DAY/WORK PHONE                                    EVENING PHONE

DOROTHY MOLTER MUSEUM BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pam Brunfelt, President
Gil Knight, Vice President
Sarah J. Foster, Treasurer

Sherry Abts, Secretary
Blaine “Butch” Diesslin

Barb Cary-Hall
Bob Cary Hall
Bill Latady

Pam Meskan
Bill Tefft

Executive Director: Sarah Guy-Levar 
Visitor Services Manager: Jess Edberg

Graphic Design: Mike Tincher, T DESIGN

Share Our Mission with Someone Special
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