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management.  Like any con-
troversial issue, understand-
ing the history is paramount
in developing an informed
opinion on it.

We are thrilled to be 
working on this new exhibit,
which will be housed in the
Cady Cabin. We’ve found 25
objects to tell the story of how
the Boundary Waters came to
be the wilderness we know it
today, including a few objects
you may not have expected.

Looking to the Future
Although tiny compared to

other museums that have been around for 25 years, the
Dorothy Molter Museum strives to follow best-practices in
museum management, interpretation and visitor services.
Part of this includes long-range strategic planning.

Recently, a team of board and staff gathered to 
develop a new 5-year Strategic Plan for 2018-2023. Once 
fine-tuned and approved, it will be a public document 
available at www.rootbeerlady.com (the 2012-2017 plan 
is currently available). Its purpose is to provide a roadmap
of sorts of what direction the museum will take on 
projects and planning with milestones to strive for over 
the next five years.

We are confident that we are doing our best to honor
Dorothy’s story through careful review of museum 
practices, successes and failures, and feedback from 
our constituents.

W hen you think of 
the Boundary Waters,

what kind of objects come to
mind? A canoe, a paddle or
Duluth pack? What about a
chainsaw, a parking meter, or
an airplane propeller? 

To many, the BWCAW 
represents one of the last,
truly wild and pristine areas
of the state; a place where
the water sparkles, auroras
dance, and wolves howl. As
a federal wilderness area,
the Boundary Waters is by
legal definition: 

“an area where the earth and its
community of life are untrammeled by man, 
where man himself is a visitor who does not 
remain.”

This land seems timeless, having taken eons for the
rock, water and flora to settle into what we can experience
today. However, it also has a lengthy and tumultuous 
management history resulting in wilderness designation
only within the last century. 

For the Museum’s 25th anniversary, the exhibit Creating
the Boundary Waters: 25 Objects, 25 Stories will finally
be realized through an IRRRB grant and generous matching
donation. It will illustrate the creation of the BWCAW
through 25 historic objects from the Dorothy Molter 
Museum collection.

We chose the creation of the Boundary Waters as a topic
because it is closely interwoven throughout Dorothy’s time
on the Isle of Pines of Knife Lake. The topic was, and 
continues to be, controversial. By examining all sides of
the moral and political fight between local individuals,
government entities and environmental organizations, we
will be exploring the human impact of wilderness 

To learn more about Dorothy Molter’s life in the 
Boundary Waters on Knife Lake, find books 

(including The Root Beer Lady) about Dorothy at:  

www.rootbeerlady.com

25Years, 25Objects, 
25 Stories
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Dear Friends,
It’s the shoulder season.  That time when

the days are shorter, the skim ice forms and
the misty mornings remind us soon we 
will be walking across frozen lakes. There is
something about the process of water 
changing form that makes the Northwoods
unique. It seems to carry forward the 
seasons and provides constant entertain-
ment.  Ice forming on the shoreline increases
your odds of seeing something special like a
mink or otter. I know from Dorothy’s 
writings that she valued the shoulder 
season. It was a time for her to recover 
from a busy summer of visitors before the 
snowmobilers would start arriving. 

It was a time to reflect and write, a time to watch and listen. The staff at the
museum also values the shoulder season. It’s a time to re-energize, reflect, hike,
deer and grouse hunt, train a new dog, bring kids to college, watch sports and
plan for what’s to come. The museum recently completed a Strategic Planning
process that outlines goals and objectives for the next five years. This informa-
tion will be shared with you and updated as we accomplish these goals. 
Perhaps our most exciting project is the Creating the Boundary Waters: 25
Objects, 25 Stories exhibit to correlate with the museum’s 25th Anniversary
to be celebrated in 2018. Thanks to an Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation
Board Culture and Tourism Grant and a matching contribution from a 
private donor we will be adding an additional reason for visitors to Ely to 
stop at our museum. It is my hope that this newsletter will find you eager 
to visit the museum again.    

Wishing you calm waters 
with a breeze at your back,
Sarah Guy-Levar

Sarah Guy-Levar, Executive Director

Message from the Director
Introducing 
Ben Caruso
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Please help us welcome Ben Caruso to 
the Dorothy Molter Museum! Ben is 
pursuing a degree in Wilderness and 
Park Management from Vermilion Commu-
nity College (VCC). Through a work-study
arrangement between the museum and
VCC, Ben will be working as our Museum
Assistant for the 2017-2018 school 
year — helping with maintenance, 
administration and interpretation. With
his enthusiasm and attention to detail 
we are extremely lucky to have Ben join
our team!

WINTER M
OON

Thank You

Canoe Raffle

Give to the Max Day 2017 was
a success! We raised the whole
$1,500 needed to repair/
replace the barn sash windows

on the Point Cabin.

Congratulations to Cheryl Zimmerman
who had the winning raffle ticket! 
Although she currently lives in Virginia
with her family, she visits Ely often and has
roots in the area. The 2018 raffle will begin
opening day on May 26.

Museum work-study student Ben Caruso
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Ways to Donate!
For a small, non-profit museum
there are never too many ways
to contribute! Online donation

options are located at rootbeerlady.com, on our facebook
page, and by using Amazon Smile. Do you prefer to make
a tangible donation? Check out our “wish list” on Ama-
zon.com for ideas or donate bird seed to the community
bird feeding area. Like to get your hands dirty? Spring
cleaning is coming up in May, and there always seems to
be things to fix or tidy up around the museum…

Call or email for more information! 
218-365-4451 or jess@rootbeerlady.com

Keep up with everything we’ve got going on
by following us on facebook or visiting our
website: rootbeerlady.com

Membership Changes 
January 1

As a member supporter receiving this newsletter, we 
request that you please take a moment to visit: 

www.rootbeerlady.com/join 
to review upcoming changes to the Museum’s membership 
program effective January 2018. If you have questions or 
concerns about these future changes, please feel free to
call us at 218-365-4451.

Closed for Winter
After a fantastic 24th season, the museum is now closed
for the winter. But don’t worry: even though we’re
closed to the public, we’re still hard at work behind 
the scenes. Perhaps we will see you this February
during the Ely Winter Festival? 

Upcoming Events
3rd Annual Bird Feeder Design Contest

January 31 – February 2, 2018
Whirlwind! A Fun-Filled Event Featuring Winter
Wilderness Activities

Saturday, February 3, 2018, 11am – 2pm
Annual Fundraising Dinner

Friday, February 9, 2017
Public hours on weekends of the Ely Winter Fest!

February 1 – 11, 2018

From Everyone at the Dorothy Molter Museum
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P.O. Box 391
Ely, MN 55731

218-365-4451
www.rootbeerlady.com

Checks should be made out to the Dorothy Molter Museum. 
Please do not send cash. Mail your application/donation to:  Dorothy Molter Museum, PO Box 391, Ely, MN  55731

Payment Type: ▫ Check  ▫ Credit            Card Type: ▫ Visa  ▫ MasterCard     Exp Date _______________

NAME ON CREDIT CARD

CARD NUMBER

     Membership Levels:

▫  INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP: $25

▫  FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: $40 

▫  BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP: $100 

▫  PADDLER MEMBERSHIP: $150 

▫  LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP: $500

▫  PATRON MEMBERSHIP: $1000

�DONATION to EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING: $ ______________________

�DONATION to GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES: $ ______________________

�DONATION to SUPPORT the ROOT BEER LADY MUSICAL: $ ______________________

Help us inspire the next generation of Northwoods Citizens and Stewards
Give a membership to someone you know!
Dorothy Molter Museum Membership Application and Support Form

#

Our Mission
The Dorothy Molter Museum preserves and interprets 
Northwoods wilderness heritage through learning opportu-
nities inspired by Dorothy Molter, the last non-indigenous
resident of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness.

Thank you!
The Dorothy Molter Museum wishes to thank the City of Ely,
Vermilion Community College, and The Superior National 
Forest for their ongoing support.

Membership and Support 
Dorothy Molter Museum Members receive our quarterly
newsletter, free admission to the museum, and discounts in
both our museum gift shop and our online store.

Are you already a member? Consider making a Donation
towards our education programming or general operating 
expenses.  Just fill out the form below!

Thank you.

NAME OR ORGANIZATION

ADDRESS

ADDRESS 2

CITY                                                                                  STATE      ZIP 

E MAIL

DAY/WORK PHONE                                    EVENING PHONE

Share Our Mission with Someone Special

PO Box 391
Hwy 169 (Sheridan St.) on the east side of Ely
2002 E Sheridan St. Ely, MN 55731

TM

www.rootbeerlady.com

HOMEWARD BOU
ND

PLACE
APPROPRIATE
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SEND THIS NEWSLETTER TO:

P
DOROTHY MOLTER MUSEUM BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pam Brunfelt, President
Gil Knight, Vice President
Sarah J. Foster, Treasurer
Sherry Abts, Secretary
Blaine “Butch” Diesslin

Barb Cary-Hall
Bill Latady
Pam Meskan
Alyssa Nelson

Bill Tefft

Executive Director: Sarah Guy-Levar 
Visitor Services Manager: Jess Edberg

Finance Manager: Lisa Robbins
Graphic Design: Mike Tincher, T DESIGN
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